


Urfalilar magarada bir sira gecesinde 1940

Tarih ve kiltdr sehri olarak bilinen Sanliurfa; her dine mensup kisilerce
ziyaret edilen Hz. ibrahim Makami, Balikligd| ve Hz. Eyyiip Makami gibi kutsal
mekanlari, Gobeklitepe, Harran Harabeleri, Suayb Sehri ve kent merkezindeki
tarihi yapilari, tag yapili Urfa evleri, otantik garsilari ve zengin folkrolu ile
mistesna bir sehirdir. Sanliurfa folkloru denince; tirkuleri, tirkiculeri,
hoyratlari, gigkoftesive “sira geceleri” akla gelmektedir.

“SIRA GECESI” NEDIR?

Bilhassa kis gecelerinde, yaslari birbirine yakin arkadas gruplarinin, her
hafta bagka bir arkadagin evinde olmak (zere, haftada bir aksam, belirli bir
nitelige ve diizene gore siraile yaptiklari toplantilara Sanliurfa'da “sira gecesi"
denmektedir.

SIRAGECESINDE KURALLAR

Siraya katilanlar sira gecesinin kurallarina uymak zorundadir. Bu
kurallardan bazilarini géyle sirayabiliriz:

Onceden belirlenen siraya gelme saatine uyulur, uymayanlara
arkadaslarca tespit edilen cezalar verilir. Siraya gelen misafirler veya yasga
buyUk olanlar, saygi ifadesi olarak odanin st baginda oturtulur; ev sahibi ise
kapiya en yakin oturur. Sira gecesinde mizik icra edilirken konugmak, sohbet
etmek hog karsilanmaz. Sira grubunun segilen bir bagkani vardir. Bagkan sira
gecesinin ydnetimini Ustlenir, kurallara uymayanlara verilen cezalari uygular.

SIRA GECESINDE SOHBET

Sira gecelerinin en 6nemli fonksiyonlarindan biri sohbettir. Sira
gecelerinde konusulan konular sira gezenlerin mesleklering, kiltir ve sanat
seviyelerine, tahsillerine gore degisiklik arz etse de sirada; saglik, egitim,
ekonomi, sanat, edebiyat, siyaset, dini konular ile Urfa'nin sorunlarinin yani
sira Turkiye ve diinya meseleleri gibi hemen her konu konusgulur.

Bazi sira gecelering, sira mensuplarinin merak ettikleri veya ilgi
duyduklari konunun uzmani bir misafir ézellikle ¢agrilir ve onun konusmasi
dinlenir, ondan istifade edilmeye galigilir.



SIRA GECESiNDE MUZIK

Sanliurfa'da muzigin gelismesi ve yasatiimasinda, yeni bestelerin ve
sanatgilarin ortaya gikisinda en dnemli faktdr sira geceleridir. Sira
gecelerinde mizik, sira mensuplarinca usta-girak gelenegi igerisinde icra
edilir,

Herhangi bir enstriman galan veya okuyabilen Kisilerin olugturdugu
siralarda mizik, Urfa makam gelenegi igerisinde icra edilir. Mizik fash Rast
veya Divan makamindan baglayarak, Ussak, Hicaz ve gecenin durumuna gére
diger makamlarla devam ederek Kirdi veya Rast makamiyla son bulur. Bu
makamlar icra edilirken 0 makama gére sarkilar, tirkiler okunur; arada ise
hoyrat ve gazel okunur.

Muzige yeni baslayanlar, bu gecelerde ustalari dinleyerek mizik bilgisini
alir ve makamlari 8grenirler. Bu yondyle sira gecelerine *halk konservatuvari”
da denilebilir. Bu tlr sira geceleri daha ¢ok, mizisyenlerin bir araya geldigi
sira geceleridir.

Her sira gecesinde muzik icra edilir diye bir kural da yoktur.
Mizisyenlerin olusturdugu sira gecelerinde bile muzik, gecenin ancak belli
bir bolimande icra edilir. Ginkd sira gecesinin esas amacy; sohbettir,
dayanigmadir, paylagsmadir.

Son yillarda televizyonlarda veya cesitli salonlarda, restoranlarda
edlenmek icin diizenlenen muzikli gecelere de “sira gecesi” denmektedir.
Bunlar igin “Urfa gecesi” veya “Urfa halk mizigi gecesi” ifadeleri daha uygun
olur kanaatindeyiz.

SIRA GECESiNDE iKRAM

Siraya gelenlere ilk olarak aci kahve ikram edilir. Cekirdek kahve
kavrulup dovaldikten sonra, kaynatilip stzilerek hazirlanan aci kahveye
"mirra” denir. Bu kahve, dzel fincalarla misafirlere sunulur. Mirra, az miktarda
konulur ve iki defa verilir. Aci kahvenin yapilmasi gibi icilmesinin de kendine
has kurallari vardir. Bu kurallardan birkagini soylece siralayabiliriz. Kahveyi
icen, kahve fincanini yere koymamall ve mutlaka daditana geri vermelidir.
Kahveyi igenin, fincani yere veya masaya koymasi, kahveyi verene biyik
hakaret sayilir. Eskiden bunun cezasi kahveyi dagitan bekérsa evlendiriimesi
yadafincanin altinla doldurulup ona verilmesiimis. Bu kurali bilmeyen



misafirler, kahve fincanini yere koyarsa, bu kural hatirlatiir ve hoggordlir. Aci
kahveden sonra gay ikram edilir. Gece ilerleyip diger ikramlar yapildiktan sonra,
sira gecesinin bittigini hatirlatmak igin son bir aci kahve daha verilir.

Sira gecelerinde yemek olarak “gigkdfte” yapilir, nadiren mahalli yemeklerin
ikram edildidi sira geceleri de vardir. Dider bir ifade ile gigkdfte sira gecelerinin
degismez yemegidir. Cifkofte ikram edildiginde genellikle herkes tabagindakini
bitirir. Tabakta ¢igkoftenin kalmasi hos karsilanmaz. Gigkaftenin bitirilmemesi iyi
yogrulmadigj veya malzemelerinin begenilmedigi manasina gelir.

Sirada, ¢igkoftenin yaninda ayran, bostana, salatalik veya maruldan yapilmis
caclik, koruk salatasi, coban salatasi gibi salatalar ikram edilebilir.

Sira gecelerinde ¢igkdfteden sonra kadayif, sillik, katmer, baklava veya das
ekmedi, kincall akkit, paliza, sire gibi mahalli tatlilardan herhangi biriikram edilir.

Sira gecelerinde ikram; gigkofte ve tatl olarak kararlastiriimigsa, arkadaslar
arasinda esitlik olsun diye herkes bu kurala uymak zorundadir. ilave bir ikramda
bulunana "bunu davet kabul ettik, bu nedenle siray tekrar yapacaksin® denilerek
ceza verilir.

SIRA GECESINiN SANLIURFA KULTRU HAVATINDAKI YERi

Sanlurfa'da yizyillardan beri yaganan ve giinimiizde de yaygin olarak

slrdardlen sira gecesi geleneginin, Sanliurfa kultir hayatindaki yeri su
basliklarla siranalabilir.

“Siragecesi” hoggérii, sevgi ortamidir.

Sira geceleri sayesinde insanlar birbirleriyle tanigir, konugur, arkadagliklar,
dostluklar olusur. Urfa'da birligin, beraberligin, sevginin, hoggdrinin tohumu sira
gecesinde atilir; yillarca stren sira gecelerinde bu tohum bdydr ve ulu bir ginar
olur. Bu nedenle Urfa'da sira gecesi, “sira arkadashdr” cok dnemlidir. Yillarca siren
siralardakiarkadagliklar, zamanla yakin dostluklara déngtr.

“Siragecesi” bir halk mektebidir.

Urfali; cemaatle oturup kalkmayi, gelenek ve goreneklerini, adab-1 muageret
kurallarini, cemaatte konugmanin adabini, yeri geldiginde konusmayi, yeri
geldiginde dinlemeyi, blyagdine saygiy! sira gecelerinde dgrenir. Sira gecelerinde
zaman zaman gesitli kitaplar okunur ve yorumlar yapilir. Bdylece sira gecesi;
egditen, dgreten bir halk mektebidir.

“Sira gecesi” nezih bir sohbet ortamidir

Sira gecelerine gagrilan edebiyatgilar, sairler bilim ve din adamlari dinlenir
onlarin hilgilerinden istifade edilir. Menkibeler, kissalar, fikralar anlatilir,
deneyimler aktarilir.

“Sira gecesi” actyl ve mutlulugu paylagmaktir

Olam, dagin gibi aci tath bir cok olay sira arkadaslarinca birlikte paylagilir.
Sira arkadaglarindan birinin yakini Glse, diger arkadaslari cenazenin
hazirlanmasindan, kaldinimasina kadar arkadaslarinin yaninda olurlar, acisini
hafifletmeye caligirlar. Yine arkadaglarinin digin, stinnet vb. mutlu guniinde
yaninda olur, mutlulugunu paylagiriar.



“Siragecesi” tanigmaktir, kaynagmaktir

Sira geceleri sayesinde insanin gevresi genigler. Siraya zaman zaman
misafirler ¢agrilir, onlarla tanigilir. Bazi sira gecelerine birokratlar da gagrilrr,
gelen misafirlerle sira elemanlari tanigmis olur. Bdylece sira gecesi; tanismaya,
kaynagmaya; devlet-halk biitinlesmesine vesile olur.

“Siragecesi” bir "halk konservatuvari"dir.

Sanliufa'da mizigin geligmesi ve yayginlasmasinin en blyik nedeni sira
geceleridir. Bu geceler, usta-girak gelenegine uygun olarak mizigin 6gretildigi ve
icra edildigi mesk ortamidir. Mizikle ilgilenenler bu gecelerde tirkiyd, gazeli,
hoyrati, sarkiy, makami, usulli, notay! ddrenir. Mizik terbiyesini burada alir. Bu
y6nuyle sira geceleri, bir “halk konservatuvarr'dir.

“Siragecesi” gok yonlii bir dernektir

Cesitli hobileri ve 6zel ilgi alanlari olanlar kendi aralarinda sira gecesi grubu
olustururlar. Bu gecelerde sevdikleri konular konugulur, goris ve bilgi
aligveriginde bulunurlar. Bu ydnlyle sira gecesi; bir dernek gibi fonksiyon
Ustlenmigolur.

“Sira gecesi” bir istigare toplantisidir

Sanlurfa'nin sosyal, kiilturel ve ekonomik sorunlari sira gecesinde konugulur
ve tartisilir, cozam yollari dretilir, 6nemli birgok konuda kararlar alinir ve uygulanir.
Mesela; Sanliurfa'nin digman isgalinden kurtarilmasi ile ilgili ilk toplanti bir sira
gecesinde yapilmistir. Bu ydnlyle sira geceleri birer istisare toplantilaridir.

“Siragecesi" bilgilendirme toplantilaridir

Sira geceleri, ekonomik ve sosyal konularin konusuldugu, bilgilendirme
toplantilaridir. Gindemdeki konular, piyasa ve ticari durum, mevsim mallarinin
fiyatlari, sanayi durumu, yapilan yatrimlar gibi birgok konu sira gecelerinde
konusulur.

“Siragecesi” bir siyaset okudur

Sira gecesinde ayni veya degisik siyasi gorus sahibi kisiler bir araya gelebilir.
Memleket meseleleri konugulur, tartigilir, bazen de ortak kararlar alinir. Segim
zamaninin yaklagtidi ginlerde, siyasiler sira gecelerine katilir ve oradakiinsanlara;
gordglerini, planlarini, programlarini anlatarak, sira gecesi elemanlarinin
goraslerinialirlar.

“Siragecesi” yardimlagmadir, dayanigmadir

Sira geceleri, sosyal yardimlagsma ve dayanigmanin yogunlastigi ve pratige
dénustigd ortamlardir. Sira gecelerinde cezalardan toplanan paralar,
gerektiginde fakir kimselere yiyecek ve giyecek aliminda kullanilir, hayir
maesseselerine dagitilir veya dgrencilere burs olarak verilir.

“Siragecesi” geleneklerin yasatildigi gecelerdir

Sira gecelerinde bazen "tolaka” veya “yuz(k fincan” oyunu gibi geleneksel
oyunlar oynanarak, hosga vakit gegirilir. Boylece geleneksel oyunlarimiz da
yasatiimig olur.



“Siragecesi” Sanliurfa'nin tanitildigi gecelerdir

Sanlurfa'daki veya bagka memleketteki Urfalilarin sira gecelerinde, Sanliurfa
gelenekleri, miizigi, yemekleri ve tathlar misafirlere sunulur, béylece Sanliurfa'nin
kultdrel ve sosyal tanitimiyapilir. Bu yon(yle; sira gecesi bir lobi faaliyeti Gslenmis
olur.

“Siragecesi” sevgi, barig ve hoggori ortamidir
Sira gecelerinde iki aile veya arkadas arasindaki kirginliklar, darginliklar
istisare edilir ve hakli-haksiz belirlenir. Bu kisilerin aralari bulunarak barigtirilir. Bu
yoniyle sira geceleri, sevgi, barig ve hosgora ortamidir.

Sira geceleri;
Arkadagliktir, dostluktur
Paylagmaktir, tanismaktir
Kirgin olanla barismaktir
Sevgidir, hoggoriidiir
Fedakarlkta yarigmaktir.

Sira geceleri;

Asiklarin saz'a geldigi

Ciraklarin diz'e geldigi

Ustalarin séz'e geldigi

Ariflerin 6z'e geldigi

Yiireklerin yanip kéz'e geldigi

Goniil giizelliklerini goz'e geldigi gecelerdir.

Sira geceleri;

Ses, saz, soz (istiine sohbettir.
Siirdir, edebiyattir,

Musikidir, muhabbettir.



TRADITION OF “SIRA GECESI” IN SANLIURFA

Sanlurfa is one of the most important places of the historical and cultural
sites. It has many sacred places to be visited by people from different
faiths."Places of Prophet Abraham’ , “Praophet Job's Places” and “Pool of Prophet
Abraham” are just few examples. there are also many other things that make
Sanlurfa a unique cultural center; Gobeklitepe temple, Harran ruins, city of
Shuayb, stone houses, otantik bazaars, its rich folklore and many other historical
sites makes Sanliurfa a unique city.

With its famous folk songs and singers, hoyrats, ghazels, special dish
‘Cigkofte” and traditional meeting venue "Sira Gecesi" Sanliurfa has a rich
tradition.

WHAT IS “SIRA GECESi"?

Especially in winter nights, groups formed by men of same age or interest
meet every week around evening time in one member's house. Each week
different member of the group hosts the whole group in his house and this
process continues all year round in an orderly manner with its own set of rules.

RULES DURING “SIRA GECESi"

People who attend the “sira gecesi’ meeting have to fallow the rules of the
meeting. Some of the rules; People have to come to the meetings on time. People
who come late to the meetings will be given small fines, determined by the
members of the group. Elderly and more respected guests are seated on a higher
or more comfortable place. The host of the meeting will sit close to the door.
Speaking or chatting with someone while people are singingis not tolerated.

There is an elected chairman to administer the meetings and implement the
fines gives by the group members.

DISCUSSIONS DURING “SIRA GECESi”

One of the main functions of the meeting is for people to talk to each other.
Even though the subjects discussed during the meetings determined according
to the occupation, interests and education level of the participants; mainly
discussions are about, health, education, economy, art, literature, politics, religion
and problems related to Sanliurfa, Turkey and whole world.

Sometimes people specialize in their fields are called to inform members of



the group about subjects selected for that night. People attending the meetings
listen carefully to their special guest and try to benefit from what he has to say.

MUSIC DURING “SIRA GECESI"

The main reason for music to be alive and developing in Urfa is “sira gecesi".
‘Sira gecesi” provides a venue for new artists to show their talents and to
introduce their new tunes. In “sira gecesi” music is performed in line with the
tradition of the apprentice and the master. In groups made of people who can play
musical instruments or sing songs, music is played according to “Urfa music style
and tradition”. Music starts with “Rast” or “Divan’ style and continues with “Ussak’,
*Hicaz" styles. Sometimes depending on the night other styles can be fallowed. The
final is made with “Kirdi" or “Rast" style. With these music styles people sing
regular or folklore songs, sometimes in the middle ‘Ghazel’ and “Hoyrats" are
song.

Beginners of music listen to the masters to learn about music and the music
styles. It can be said that “sira gecesi” serves like a conservatory for local
musicians and folks who are interested in music.

There is no strict code to play music in “sira gecesi”. Even in groups made of
musicians music is played in certain part of the meetings; because the main goal
of the “sira gecesi" is to have discussions, to share and to show solidarity.

Lately; on television, in some entertainment halls and in some restaurants
events with live music organized and those events are called “sira gecesi". The
correct name for this type of events should be “Urfa night” or “Urfa folk music
night"

HOSPITALITY DURING “SIRA GECESI"

During the “sira gecesi” meetings people first served traditional coffe called
“‘Mirra”. Coffee is first roasted and then coarsely ground. The ground coffe is boiled
and strained into a clean coffeepot this dark coffee called "Mirra”. This coffee is
served in special cups. A serving consist of one or two sips and served two times.
With special rules made “Mirra” have special drinking rules; person served Mirra
should give the cup back to serving person without grounding the cup. Putting the
cup on the table or on the ground will be a big insult to the person serving “Mirra".
In the past the punishment for such insults would be marrying the person serving
the "Mirra" if he is not married or giving him a cup filled with gold. People who do
not know the rules will be reminded and will be tolerated if they put the cup on
ground for the first time.

After "Mirra”, tea will be served in the meetings. Later in the night after many
other serving, finally coffee is served to remind the attendants that the meeting is
over. During “sira gecesi” meetings ‘Cigkofte” is served as main dish. There are also
few “sira gecesi” meetings in wich local food is served; in other words “Cigkdfte” is
the fixed dish of the "sira gecesi".

When "Cigkofte" is served usually everybody finish their plates. Leaving
‘Cigkofte” in the plate is not welcomed because it means that “Cigkofte” is not
prepared properly or the ingredients are not good. Soup made of yogurt, garlic
and chopped cucumbers, and salad with local sour dressing served with the
‘Cigkate”.

After eating ‘Cigkofte”, one of the fallowing deserts; *Kadayif”, “Sillik", “Katmer”,
‘Baklava” or one of the local desert such as; "Das Ekmegi”, "KUnc il Akkit" or “Sire”

isserved.



If serving only ‘Cigkofte” and “Baklava" was decided in advance by
participants, this becomes a rule and everybody has to obey the rule. Offering
something additional to “ Gigkofte" and “Baklava” will be considered an invitation,
and the meeting will be repeated on the host's expense as a punishment.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE “SIRA GECESI" IN SANLIURFA'S CULTURAL LIFE

History of “sira gecesi" tradition goes back to many centuries and it is still
widespread amongst the Sanlurfa's people. The importance of "sira gecesi” in
cultural life of Sanliurfa can be highlited with these headlines;

“Siragecesi” means love and tolerance

“Sira gecesi" provide a venue for people to meet and talk to each other. New
friendships and fellowships fiourish because of “sira gecest".

In Sanlurfa; seeds of unity, cooperation, friendship, companinship and
tolerance are planted in “sira gecesi”; these seeds will grow and become a great
buttonwood as years goes by.

As a result of “sira gecesi” friendships are developed and that is very
important to Sanliurfa.

Friendships that developed during “sira gecesi"in the course of time evolve
and become companionship.

“Sira gecesi" serves like a public school

Members of “sira gecesi" learn how to behave during community meetings
andin the public as a result of attending “sira gecesi". They learn rules of engaging
with others, and they learn when to speak or when to listen. They also learn to
respect the elderly by attending “sira gecesi” meetings.

Sometimes books are read and interpreted during “sira gecesi” that makes
“sira gecesi"a public school or a venue for teaching and educating the community.

“Sira gecesi" is a place for peaceful discussions

Attendants of “sira gecesi’ listen to invited authors, poets, scientists,
preachers to be informed. Tales, stories, anecdotes are told and experiences
shared during “sira gecesi'.

“Sira gecesi" is sharing the good and the bad

Funerals and the weddings are attended by members of “sira gecesi” to share
the good and bad times. When relative of a member of “sira gecesi" dies other
members will help their friend with the funeral process and will be there to



comfort him till the end of the funeral. Friends from “sira gecesi" attend weddings;
circumcise ceremonies, and other happy events of each other to share the
happiness.

“Sira gecesi” means to meet, become close friends with each other

Because of “ sira gecesi” members friendship circle widens. Some times
guests are invited to “sira gecesi" as a result of that new friendships are
developed. Time to time bureaucrats are invited to “sira gecesi" this way
bureaucrats and "sira gecesi" members get the chance to meet each other. “sira
gecesi” becomes a venue to meet and connect with one another. It also builds a
bridge between citizens and the government.

“Siragecesi" is a folk conservatory

The reason for music to fiourish and develop in Sanliurfa is the “sira gecesi".
These nights creates an atmosphere where music is played and songs are sungin
line with master-apprentice tradition. People interested in music learn about the
folk songs, “Ghazels’, "Hoyrats’", popular songs, styles of music and notes. People
are trained about music in these nights that's why “sira gecesi” considered a folk
conservatory.

“Siragecesi" is aversatile society.

People with same interested and hobies will form groups of “sira gecesi'. They
talk about the subjects they like, share their knowledge and exchange ideas. With
such functions “sira gecesi’ becomes aninformal association.

“Siragecesi" is a consultation meeting

Many solutions are presented in “sira gecesi” meetings. Decisions related to
many important issues are made and implemented in these meetings. Economic,
social and cultural problems of Sanliurfa are discussed in “sira gecesi’, to
illustrate; the first meeting to liberate Sanliurfa from the occupation forces
during the independence war, took place in a “sira gecesi" meeting. With such
function “sira gecest" is a consultation meeting.

“Siragecesi" is ameeting where people are informed.

‘Sira gecesi’ is a meeting where economic and social issues are discussed
and people were informed about these issues. Current issues, developments in
commerce and markets, price of seasonal products, the status of industries and
investment plans are amongst the many other discussed issues.



“Siragecesi"is a politics school

People with same or different political views can meet during “sira gecesi'.
Local issues are expressed and discussed; sometimes those problems are
resolved in these meetings. When it is election time; politicians attend “sira
gecesi” to talk about their ideas plans and programs, and to get feedback from
members of “sira gecesi".

“Siragecesi" is solidarity and helping one another.

“Sira gecesi" is the venue where solidarity and helping one another reaches
the highest level and where itis put in practice. Fines collected during "sira gecesi”
and the donations made by the members are used to support needy pecple with
clothing and food or used as a scholarship or given to charities.

“Sira gecesi" is where traditions are kept alive

During “sira gecesi” meetings; sometimes traditional plays such as “Tokala",
“Yuzik Fincan" are played to have good time. This way the traditional plays are kept
alive.

“Sira gecesi”is where $anliurfais advertised

In “sira gecesi” meetings held in Sanliurfa or in different cities people invited
to those meetings are introduced to Sanliurfa’s traditions, music and cuisine. That
way Sanliurfa’s culture and traditions are advertised. “sira gecesi” also serves as a
lobbying function on behalf of the city.

“Siragecesi" is an environment for love, peace and tolerance

During "sira gecesi” meetings disputes between members or their families
are discussed and resolved; relationships are mended. This way “sira gecesi”
becomes a place for peace and tolerance.

“Sira gecesi”;

It is friendship, it is companionship.

It is to share and to know one another.

It is to reconcile and to make peace with one another.
It is love, it is tolerance.

It is a race in sacrifice.

“Sira gecesi”;

It is lover's song

It is the apprencetice’s submission to his master.
It is the master’s final word.

It is where wise reaches the summit.

It is where hearts filled with love.

It is a display of beauty from the hearts.

“Sira gecesi”;

It is conversation about songs, love and sharing.
It is poetry and literature.

It is melodies of love and companionship.



25 Aralik 1990 tarihinde Sanliurfa Valili§i dnciliginde
kurulan Sanliurfa ili Kiltir E§itim Sanat ve Arastirma Vakfi:
Sanlurfa ilinin tarihini, kiltir ve sanat eserlerini ortaya
clkararak yasatmak, Bu maksat dogrultusunda konferans,
sempozyum, panel, kongre, seminer, sergi, anma gunleri ve
benzeri faaliyetler dizenlemek, istirak etmek, maddi ve manevi
katkilarda bulunmak, Korunmaya deger kltdr, tabiat ve san‘at
varliklarini korumak ve tanrtimini saglamak, bunun igin gerekli
restorasyon ve gevre diizenlemeleri yapmak, Sanliurfa ilinin
tarihi ve kilttrel degerlerinin tanitilmasi igin gerekli aragtirma,
derleme ve inceleme galigmalari yapmak, projeler hazirlamak,
bu alanda yapilan galigmalari desteklemek amaglarini
tagimaktadir.
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