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GECMISTEN GUNUMUZE

URFA SIRA GECESI
GELENEGI

Urfa Sira gecesi; kokleri yiizyillar 6ncesine dayanan,
toplumsal dayanismanin, edebiyatin, miizigin ve kiiltiirel
paylasimin  bir araya geldigi koklii bir gelenektir.
Sanhurfa’nin sosyal hayatinda belirleyici bir unsur olan bu
geceler, gegmiste “erkeklerin egitim ve sohbet meclisleri”
niteliginde olan yapinin giiniimiize ulasmis halidir. “Sira”
kelimesi hem diizeni hem de doniisiimliiligii ifade eder.
Toplantilar, belirli bir diizen icinde sira ile farkli evlerde
yapilir; herkes kendi imkanma gore misafirlerini agirlar.
Boylece hem dayanisma ruhu canh tutulur hem de sosyal
esitlik ilkesi korunur.

Bu gelenegin temeli, Orta Dogu’nun ve Anadolu'nun
kadim “divan” ve “meclis” Kkiiltiiriine, 6zellikle de Ahilik
teskilatinin esnaf dayanismasma kadar uvzanir. Urfa'da
bugiinkii formunu 17. yiizyildan itibaren almaya baslayan sira
geceleri; gocer kiiltiirii, sehir aristokrasisi ve esnaf
loncalarinin gelenekleri ile harmanlanarak sekillenmistir.
Osmanli déneminde sehir esrafinin titizlikle siirdiirdiigii bu
meclisler, Cumhuriyet ddneminde daha genis halk kitlelerine
yayilmstir.
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Geleneksel sira gecelerinde amag yalnizca eglenmek
degildir. Bu meclisler, adeta bir “mahalle mektebi” gorevi
iistlenmistir. Gengler; biiyiiklerin yaninda edep, ahlak, s6z
adabz, oturup kalkma usulii ve toplumsal hiyerarsiyi burada
ogrenir. Biiyiikler; hikayeler, destanlar, dini sohbetler ve
hayat tecriibeleri ile gen¢ kusaklar1 egitirken; gencler ise
ustalardan geleneksel Urfa musikisini, gazelleri ve hoyratlar:
Ogrenir. Ayrica bu geceler, mahalle i¢i dayamismanin
merkezidir. Fakirlere yardim planlanir, diigiin ve cenaze
organizasyonlar1 imece usuliiyle paylasilir, toplumsal
meseleler istisare edilir.

Sira gecelerinin vazgecilmez bir unsuru siiphesiz
Urfa musikisidir. Bu meclislerde; gazeller, hoyratlar, divanlar,
uzun havalar ve Urfa'ya 6zgii kirik havalar (tiirkiiler) ustalar
esliginde icra edilir Gec¢miste ses ustaligina dayals,
enstriimansiz veya az sazh icralar yayginken; giiniimiizde
baglama, ud, keman, kanun ve Urfa miizigiyle 6zdeslesen
ciimbiis bu meclislerin en 6nemli enstriimanlar: arasmndadir.

Gecenin bir diger 6nemli ritiieli ise ikramlardir.
Sohbet ve miizik devam ederken yogrulan ¢ig kofte, yapilan
sillik tatlis1 ve gecenin sonunda sindirimi kolaylastirmasi ve
muhabbetin tadi olarak sunulan murra (aci1 kahve), bu
gelenegin olmazsa olmazlaridir.

Zamanla modernlesme ve sehirlesme siireci
gelenekte bazi bicimsel degisikliklere yol agmistir. Modern
yorumlarda c¢alg1 kullamim artmus ve turistik bir “g6steri”
yonii ortaya ¢cikmis olsa da; Urfa Sira Gecesi, asil ruhu olan
samimiyet, sohbet ve miizigi korumayi basarmistir. UNESCO
Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras Listesi’'ne de giren bu kadim
gelenek, sadece bir eglence bicimi degil; beraberliginin
yasayan en giiclii mirasidir.
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URFA TURIZMININ
GUCLU BIR UNSURU:
SIRA GECELERI

Urfa Sira Geceleri, Sanhurfamin en énemli kiiltiirel
degerlerinden biri olarak sehrin turizm potansiyeline biiyiik
katki saglamaktadir. Sehrin tarihi zenginlikleri, inang
turizmi ve gastronomi kiiltiirityle birlestiginde, sira geceleri
ziyaretcilere yalmizca bir eglence sunmakla kalmaz; aym
zamanda Urfanin toplumsal yasamini, geleneklerini ve
misafirperverlik anlayisin1 yakindan tanima firsati verir.

Sira geceleri, 6zellikle yerli ve yabanci turistler i¢in
otantik bir deneyim sunmasi agisindan onemli bir ¢ekim
unsurudur. Ziyaretgiler, geleneksel Urfa musikisini canl
olarak dinleyerek bolgenin miizik kiiltiirtinii yerinde
kesfeder; cig kofte, tath ve mirra gibi 6zgiin lezzetlerle
gastronomi turizminin 6nemli bir parcasini deneyimler. Bu
biitiinciil kiiltiirel = igerik, Urfanm  turistik cazibesini
artirmakta ve sehrin marka degerine katkida bulunmaktadir.
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Turizm isletmelerinde diizenlenen sira geceleri hem
sehir ekonomisine hem de kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasina
destek olur. Bu geceler sayesinde miizisyenler, yerel
sanatcilar, ascilar ve turizm personeli icin istihdam alanlari
genislerken; kiiltiirel wunsurlarin gelecek kusaklara
aktarilmasi icin de siirdiiriilebilir bir zemin olusur. Ayrica
misafirlerin yasadigi bu o6zgiin deneyim, agizdan agiza
tanitimin  giiclenmesini saglayarak Sanlurfa’ya yonelik
turistik talebi artirir.

Bu nedenle sira gecesi geleneginin dogru sekilde
yasatilmas1 ve turizmde siirdiiriilebilir bir deger olarak
varhigim1 devam ettirmesi icin isletmecilerin geleneksel
yapiy1 koruyan bir yaklasim benimsemeleri biiyiik 6nem
tasimaktadir.




SIRA GECESINDE
Sira gecelerinde kullanilan enstriimanlar; en az
baglama, keman, kanun ve ritim sazlardan birinden olusur.

Baslangicta  davul-zurna  kullamilmaz.  Davul-zurna
geleneksel icradan sonra yerini alir.




Sira gecelerinde ¢alinan Urfa Tiirkiilerinden
Ornekler...

* Adana’ya kar yagmis

e Adanali esmer olur yan bakar
* Aglarim i¢in igin

e Alaydim elin elime

o Altinin ufagiyam

¢ Ask yollan dikenlidir diiz degil
* Bagda giiller aciyor

¢ Bahc¢ada nar agaci

¢ Bahc¢aya kuzu girdi

¢ Bir yalanc1 yaramaz

¢ Bu dagin kar1 menem

e Biilbiiller diigiin eyler

* Cabur dagdan kus geliyor

e Cemo giil aganda gel

¢ Diyarbekir bu mudur

e Dénberi

¢ El zanneder ben deliyem

e Fadile

¢ Garip bir kustu gonliim

° Giderem burdan artik

¢ Gittim baktim evlerinin halina
¢ Giil yiiziin donme benden

o Iki dagin arasinda kalmisam
« indim giiliin bagma

¢ Kahve yemenden gelir

¢ Kalaliyam kalali

» Kalemi kasta koydun

¢ Kalanin ardinda ekerler kiincii
¢ Kara ¢adirin kiz1

e Karakoprii narliktir

* Kirmizi kurdele

¢ Kimifir

¢ Kiz adin Fatma giizel

* Nemrudun kiz1

e Ne cemen ne saye-i giil
¢ Oklaviyam paziyam

¢ Oy oy oy Emine

¢ Palan dagi dumandir

¢ Pencereden el eder

¢ Pmara varmadin mi

e Sabah ile sabah ile

¢ Seher oldu vaktoldu

¢ Seherde indim ben baga
* Su Urfa’nin kapisi

¢ Tanburam rebab oldu
o Urfa'nin etrafi

e Urfaliyam dagliyam

e Urfaliyam ezelden

¢ Uzun uzun kamislar

¢ Yaram sizlar agrir bagim
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SIRA GECESINE
DAIR

“Swra Gecesi” sevgi, baris ve hosgorii ortamdar.

Sira gecelerinde iki aile veya arkadas arasindaki kirginliklar,
darginliklar istisare edilir ve hak hakli-haksiz belirlenir. Bu
kisilerin aralari1 bulunarak baristirilir. Bu yéniiyle sira
geceleri, sevgi, baris ve hosgorii ortamidir.

“Swa Gecesi” bir mahalli okulduy.

Urfali; cemaatle oturup kalkmayi, gelenek ve goreneklerini,
adab-1 muaseret kurallarmi, cemaatte konusmanmin adabini,
yeri geldiginde dinlemeyi, biiyiigiine saygiy1 sira gecelerinde
6grenir. Sira gecelerinde zaman zaman kitaplar okunur ve
yorumlar1 yapilir. Boylece sira gecesi; egiten, 6greten bir
okuldur.

“Swra Gecesi” nezih bir sohbet ortamdar.

Sira gecelerine ¢agrilan edebiyatcilar, sairler, bilim ve din
adamlar1 dinlenir, onlarin bilgilerinden istifade edilir.
Menkibeler, kissalar, fikralar anlatilir, deneyimler aktarilir.

“Swa Gecesi” acyn ve mutlulugu paylasmakir.

Oliim, diigiin gibi ac1 tath bircok olay sira arkadaslarinca
birlikte paylasilir. Sira arkadaslarindan birinin yakini olse,
diger arkadaslar: cenazenin hazirlanmasindan,
kaldirilmasina kadar arkadaslarinin yaninda olurlar, acisini
hafifletmeye ¢alisirlar. Yine arkadaslarimin diigiin, siinnet vb.
mutlu giiniinde yaninda olur, mutlulugunu paylasirlar.
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“Swra Gecesi” bir halk konservatuvariday,

Sanlhurfa’da miizigin gelismesi ve yayginlasmasmin en
o6nemli etkileri sira geceleridir. Bu geceler, usta-girak
gelenegine uygun olarak miizigin 6gretildigi ve icra edildigi
mesk ortamudir. Miizikle ilgilenenler bu gecelerde tiirkiiyii,
gazeli, hoyrati, sarkiy1, makami, usulii, notayi 6gretir.

“Swa Gecesi” bir istisare toplantisidar.

Sanlwurfa’nin  sosyal, kiiltiirel ve ekonomik sorunlari sira
gecesinde konusulur ve tartisilir, ¢oziim yollar: iiretilir,
onemli birgok konuda kararlar alinir ve uygulanir. Mesela;
Sanlurfa’nin diisman isgalinden kurtarilmas: ile ilgili ilk
toplanti bir sira gecesinde yapilmistir. Bu yoniiyle sira
geceleri bir istisare toplantilaridir.

“Swra Gecesi” bir bilgilendirme toplantisidar.

Sira geceleri, ekonomik ve sosyal konularin konusuldugu
bilgilendirme toplantilaridir. Giindemdeki konular, piyasa ve
ticari durum, mevsim mallarinin fiyatlari, sanayi durumu,
yapilan yatirnmlar gibi bircok konu sira gecelerinde
konusulur.

“Sira Gecesi” yardimlasmadur, dayamsmaday.

Sira geceleri, sosyal yardimlasma ve dayanismanin
yogunlastign ve pratige doniistiigii ortamlardir. Sira
gecelerinde toplanan paralar, gerektiginde fakir kimselere
yiyecek ve giyecek aliminda kullanilir, hayir miiesseselerine
dagitilir veya 6grencilere burs olarak verilir.

“Sira Gecesi” geleneklerin yasatnldigr gecelerdir.

Sira gecelerinde bazen “tolaka” ve “yiiziik fincan” oyunu gibi
geleneksel oyunlar oynanarak hosga vakit gecirilir. Béylece
geleneksel oyunlarimiz da yasatilmis olur.
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Swra geceleri;
Arkadagshkur, dostluktur.
Paylasmaktir, tamsmaktir.
Kargin olanla barismakuni.
Sevgidir, hosgoriidiir,
Fedakarhkta yarismakir.

Swra geceleri;

Agiklarn saz’a geldigi,

Ciwraklarin dize geldigi,

Ustalarin soz’e geldigi,

Avriflerin 6z geldigi,

Yiireklerin yanp koz'e geldigi,

Goniil giizelliklerinin goz'e geldigi gecelerdir.

Swra geceleri;

Ses, saz, soz fistiine sohbeitir.
Siirdir, edebiyatr,
Musikidir, muhabbettir.



Swra Nights;

Friendship and fellowship.
Sharing, becoming acquainted.
Making peace with the estranged.
Love and tolerance,

A contest of self-sacrifice.

Swra Nights;

Where minstrels come with the saz,

Where apprentices come to the knee,

Where masters come to the word,

Where the wise come to the essence,

Where hearts burn and turn into embers,
Where the beauty of the soul comes into sight.

Swra Nights;

Conwversations upon sound, saz, and word.
Poetry and literature,

Music and fellowship.



THE TRADITION

OF URFA SIRA
NIGHT

The Urfa Sira Night is a deeply rooted tradition dating back
centuries, bringing together social solidarity, literature, music, and
cultural sharing. As a defining element of Sanhurfa’s social life,
these gatherings are the present-day continuation of a structure
that historically functioned as “educational and conversational
assemblies for men.” The word “sira” refers to both order and
rotation. Meetings are held in a specific order, taking place in
different homes in turn; each participant hosts guests according to
their own means. In this way, the spirit of solidarity is kept alive
while the principle of social equality is preserved.

The foundations of this tradition extend to the ancient divan and
assembly cultures of Anatolia and the Middle East, particularly to
the artisan solidarity of the Ahi organization. In Urfa, Sira Nights
began to take their present form from the 17th century onward,
shaped through a combination of nomadic culture, urban
aristocracy, and artisan guild traditions. During the Ottoman period,
these assemblies were carefully maintained by the city’s notables,
and in the Republican era they spread to wider segments of society.

In traditional Sira Nights, the purpose is not merely entertainment.
These gatherings function almost like a “neighborhood school.”
Young participants learn manners, ethics, proper speech, social
conduct, and social hierarchy by sitting alongside their elders.
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While elders educate younger generations through stories, epics,
religious conversations, and life experiences, the young learn
traditional Urfa music, gazels, and hoyrats from master performers.
Moreover, these nights serve as the center of neighborhood
solidarity. Assistance for the poor is planned, wedding and funeral
arrangements are shared through collective effort, and social issues
are discussed through consultation.

An indispensable element of Sira Nights is undoubtedly Urfa
music. In these assemblies, gazels, hoyrats, divans, uzun hava (long
airs), and Urfa-specific rhythmic folk songs are performed under
the guidance of masters. In the past, performances based primarily
on vocal mastery, with no instruments or very limited
accompaniment, were common; today, instruments such as the
baglama, oud, violin, ganun, and the ciimbiis, which is closely
identified with Urfa music, are among the most important
instruments used in these gatherings.

Another important ritual of the night is the offering of traditional
refreshments. While conversation and music continue, ¢ig kofte is
kneaded, sillik dessert is prepared, and at the end of the evening
murra (bitter coffee) is served both to aid digestion and as a symbol
of shared conversation. These offerings are indispensable elements
of the tradition.

Over time, the processes of modernization and urbanization have
led to certain formal changes in the tradition. Although modern
interpretations have increased the use of musical instruments and
introduced a touristic “performance” aspect, the Urfa Sira Night
has succeeded in preserving its essential spirit of sincerity,
conversation, and music. This ancient tradition, which is
regognized as part of Tiirkiye’s intangible cultural heritage and
aligned with UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List, is not
merely a form of entertainment but the most powerful living legacy
of togetherness.
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THE CONTRIBUTION
OF SIRA NIGHTS TO

URFA TOURISM

Urfa Sira Nights, as one of Sanhurfa’s most important cultural
values, make a significant contribution to the city’s tourism
potential. When combined with the city’s historical heritage,
faith-based tourism, and rich gastronomic culture, Sira Nights offer
visitors not only entertainment but also the opportunity to closely
experience Urfa’s social life, traditions, and strong sense of
hospitality.

Sira Nights represent an important attraction, particularly for both
domestic and international tourists, by offering an authentic
cultural experience. Visitors discover the region’s musical heritage
by listening to traditional Urfa music performed live, while also
experiencing distinctive flavors such as ¢ig kofte, local desserts, and
mirra, which form an essential part of gastronomic tourism. This
holistic cultural content enhances Urfa’s touristic appeal and
contributes to the city’s brand value.
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Sira Nights organized within tourism establishments support both
the local economy and the preservation of cultural heritage.
Through these events, employment opportunities expand for
musicians, local artists, chefs, and tourism personnel, while also
creating a sustainable foundation for the transmission of cultural
elements to future generations. In addition, the unique experiences
enjoyed by guests strengthen word-ofmouth promotion, increasing
tourist demand for Sanhurfa.

For this reason, it is of great importance that operators adopt an
approach that preserves the traditional structure of Sira Nights,
ensuring that this tradition continues to exist as a sustainable value
within tourism.
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URFA MUSIC IN

SIRA NIGHTS

The instruments used in Sira Nights consist of at least one of
the following: baglama, violin, ganun, or percussion
instruments. At the beginning, davul and zurna are not used.
The davul-zurna take their place after the traditional
performance.
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The main Urfa folk songs performed during Sira
Nights are listed below.

* Adana’ya kar yagmis

e Adanali esmer olur yan bakar
» Aglarim i¢in igin

e Alaydim elin elime

o Altinin ufagiyam

¢ Ask yollar dikenlidir diiz degil
» Bagda giiller ac¢iyor

e Bah¢ada nar agaci

¢ Bahc¢aya kuzu girdi

e Bir yalanc1 yaramaz

¢ Bu dagin kar1 menem

e Biilbiiller diigiin eyler

¢ Cabur dagdan kus geliyor

e Cemo giil aganda gel

¢ Diyarbekir bu mudur

e Dénberi

¢ El zanneder ben deliyem

e Fadile

¢ Garip bir kustu gonliim

e Giderem burdan artik

e Gittim baktim evlerinin halina
¢ Giil yiiziin donme benden

o Tki dagin arasinda kalmisam

« indim giiliin bagma

¢ Kahve yemenden gelir

35

¢ Kalaliyam kalaly

» Kalemi kasta koydun

¢ Kalanin ardinda ekerler kiincii
¢ Kara ¢adirin kiz1

e Karakoprii narliktir

* Kirmizi kurdele

¢ Kimifir

¢ Kiz adin Fatma giizel

* Nemrudun kiz1

* Ne ¢cemen ne saye-i giil
¢ Oklaviyam paziyam

¢ Oy oy oy Emine

¢ Palan dagi dumandir

¢ Pencereden el eder

¢ Pmara varmadin m

e Sabah ile sabah ile

¢ Seher oldu vaktoldu

¢ Seherde indim ben baga
* Su Urfa’nin kapisi

¢ Tanburam rebab oldu

o Urfa'nin etrafi

e Urfaliyam dagliyam

e Urfaliyam ezelden

¢ Uzun uzun kamislar

¢ Yaram sizlar agrir bagim



ABOUT
THE SIRA NIGHT

“Swra Night” is an environment of love, peace, and tolerance.
During Sira Nights, disagreements and resentments between
two families or friends are discussed through consultation,
and what is right or wrong is determined. These individuals
are reconciled by bringing them together. In this respect,
Sira Nights represent an atmosphere of love, peace, and
tolerance.

“Swra Night” is a local school.

People of Urfa learn how to sit and behave within a
community, their traditions and customs, rules of etiquette,
proper manners of speaking in public, listening when
necessary, and respect for elders during Sira Nights. From
time to time, books are read and discussed. Thus, Sira Night
functions as an educating and teaching school.

“Swra Night” is a refined environment of conversation.

Writers, poets, scholars, and religious figures invited to Sira
Nights are listened to, and their knowledge is shared.
Legends, parables, anecdotes, and life experiences are
narrated and passed on.

“Swa Night” is sharing sorrow and happiness.

Many joyful and sorrowful events, such as deaths and
weddings, are shared together by sira companions. If a
relative of one companion passes away, the others stand by
them from the preparation of the funeral until its burial,
trying to ease their sorrow. Likewise, they support and share
the happiness of their companions during weddings,
circumcision ceremonies, and other joyful occasions.
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“Swa Night” is a folk conservatory.

In Sanhurfa reported the development and dissemination of
music have been most strongly influenced by Sira Nights.
These gatherings serve as mesk (practice) environments
where music is taught and performed in accordance with the
master-apprentice tradition. Those interested in music learn
folk songs, gazels, hoyrats, songs, musical modes (makam),
rhythms (usul), and notation during these nights.

“Swa Night” is a consultative meeting.

The social, cultural, and economic issues of Sanlurfa are
discussed during Sira Nights; solutions are developed, and
important decisions are made and implemented. For
example, the first meeting regarding the liberation of
Sanhurfa from enemy occupation was held during a Sira
Night. In this sense, Sira Nights function as consultative
assemblies.

“Swra Night” is an informational meeting.

Sira Nights are meetings where economic and social issues
are discussed. Topics such as current affairs, market and
trade conditions, seasonal product prices, industrial
developments, and investments are addressed during these
gatherings.

“Swa Night” represents mutual aid and solidarity.

Sira Nights are environments where social assistance and
solidarity intensify and are put into practice. Money
collected during these nights is used, when necessary, to
purchase food and clothing for those in need, distributed to
charitable institutions, or provided as scholarships to
students.

“Swa Night” is where traditions are kept alive.

At times, traditional games such as tolaka and yiiziik fincan
are played during Sira Nights, allowing participants to enjoy
themselves while preserving traditional games and customs.
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