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Kazi Baskani Prof. Dr.Klaus Schmidt Anisina...

In The Memory Of Professor Klaus Schmidt
Head Of The Excavations... a»



Peygamberler sehrinin kiymetli misafirleri,

insanlara hizmet etmenin bir insana verilen en dnemli
ayricaliklardan biri oldugu distnalir.

Bir kentin Belediye Baskanligi, bu ayricaligi
yasamanin ismi olsa gerek. Yuratmekte oldugum Buyuksehir
Belediye Baskanhginin, Dinyanin en eski kenti ve ilk mabedin
bulundugu, medeniyetin besigi Sanliurfa olmasi beni ayrica
gururlandirmakta ve sorumluluk duygumu artirmaktadir.

Peygamberler sehri olarak kutsal kabul edilen
Sanlurfa'da, arkeolojik kesifler ile tespit edilen Gébeklitepe'nin
DUnyanin ilk mabedi olmasi; bu kadim kentin 12.000 yillik bir
dini merkez oldugunu kanitlamakta ve heyecanimizi
arttirmaktadir.

12 bin yillik ge¢misiyle tarihin sifir noktasi olarak
nitelendirilen Gébeklitepe Arkeolojik Alani Ulkemizin 18'inci
varhdi olarak UNESCO Dinya Mirasi Listesi'ne kaydedildi.
Cumhurbaskanimiz Sayin Recep Tayyip ERDOGAN tarafindan
Ulkemizde 2019 yili "Gobeklitepe Yili" olarak ilan etmesiyle
beraber Goébeklitepe'nin yaninda bircok dnemli kulttrel
zenginlige sahip olan ilimizde turizmi, ekonominin lokomotifi
haline getirmek en énemliamaclarimizdan birisidir.

Bu hedefe ulasabilmemiz icin tim potansiyelimizi
harekete gecirmek ve koordine icinde el birligiyle ¢alismak
zorunda oldugumuzun bilincindeyiz.

Bu duslUncelerle émrindn 6nemli boélimina
Gobeklitepe'ye adayan, bu benzersiz kultir ve tarih mirasini
insanliga kazandiran Klaus Schmidt'i saygiyla aniyorum.

Zeynel Abidin BEYAZGUL
Biiyiiksehir Belediye Baskani

Distinguished guests of the city of prophets,

It is believed that serving the people is one of the
most important exceptions given to a person.

Being the Mayor of a city is probably the name of such
an exception. Being the Mayor of the city of Sanliurfa, which is
the oldest city and hosts the first temple in the world and is the
cradle of civilization, adds to my pride and increases my
responsibility.

The fact that Gobeklitepe is the first temple in the
world, which is discovered after archeological excavations in
Sanliurfa, also known as the city of prophets, proves that the
ancient city is a religious center since 12.000 years and adds to
our excitements.

The Gobeklitepe Archaeological Site, which is
described as the zero point of history with its 12 thousand-year
history, was recorded on the UNESCO World Heritage List as
the 18th item of our cultural heritage list. As Turkish President
Mr. Recep Tayyip ERDOGAN declared 2019 “The year of
Gobeklitepe”, one of our most important goals is to use tourism
to drive economic growth in our city that has many cultural
richness besides Gobeklitepe.

We are aware that in order to achieve this goal, we
need to mobilize all our potentials and work in coordination.

Having said this, | hereby commemorate Professor
Klaus Schmidt, who dedicated a considerable time of his life to
Gobeklitepe and introduced this unique cultural and historical
heritage to the humanity.

Zeynel Abidin BEYAZGUL
Metropolitan Mayor



Gundmuzden yaklasik 12.000 yil dncesine tarihlenen ve bizler icin essiz ve etkileyici bir arkeolojik deger
olan Gobeklitepe, onuyapan neolitik ddnem insanlarricin emsalsiz bir kilt merkezi idi.

Cografi konum itibari ile Gobeklitepe Sanliurfa sehrinin 22 km kuzeydogusunda yer almakta, deniz
seviyesinden yaklasik 800 metre yiksekligi ile Harran ovasinin kuzey sinirina hakim bir noktada bulunmaktadir.
Oren yerinin en yiksek noktasinda bulunan 'Dilek Adac' ovanin hemen hemen her yerinden gérilebilir.
Gobeklitepe, 'Dilek Agaci'nin yanibasindan bakildiginda ise ug¢suz bucaksiz okyanus gibi bir ova manzarasi
karsilar insani...




Dated 12.000 years before and a unique and impressive archeological value for us, Gdbeklitepe was a
prominent cult center for the people of the Neolithic Age who built it.

Geographically, Gobeklitepe falls 22 km northwest of Sanliurfa province; is at the northern border of the
Harran plain, 800 m above the sea level standing on a dominant position. Standing at highest point of the site,
the ‘Wish Tree’ can be seen from every point of the plain. When looked from the ‘Wish Tree’ of Gébeklitepe
towards the plain, you will be met with a boundless, ocean-like view of the scene.




Son avci-toplayicilar...

Avci-toplayici bir yasam tarzindan,
yerlesik hayata, ciftci-Uretici dlizene gecmek
Uzere olan insanlarin eseridir Gobeklitepe.
Binlerce yil dncesinin avci toplayicilari, insanhk
tarihi icin 6nemli bir degisim silrecinde,
sandigimiz gibi mitevazi ve basit bir yasam
tarziyla yetinmemis olduklarina, aksine,
gdrkemli bir evre yasadiklarina dair izleri
Gobeklitepeile giinimize kadar aktarmislardir.

Yetkin tas ustalari...
Gobeklitepe'yi benzersiz kilan
Ozelliklerinden biri, tarihlendirildigi zaman
ayracinda olmasi beklenilmeyen anitsal bir
mimarinin, son derecede geliskin bir sembolik
dinyaninizlerini barindirmasidir.

Kazi calismalari sonucunda ortaya
cikarilan etkileyici anitsal buluntular yetkin bir
tas isciligini yansitmaktadir. Tas Gzerinde
kabartma teknigiyle yapilarak aktarilan
motiflerin icerik zenginligi ise karmasik bir
distnsel dlzeye ulasildigini géstermektedir.
Tum bu bulgularin yaninda, eserlerin nitelik ve
nicelikleri gézlemlendiginde, rastlantisal degil
dizenli bir tekrarlama seklinde saptanabilen
bUyik boyutluluk, anitsallik ve sayisal
yogunluk, arka planda olmasi gereken geliskin
sosyal dlzenin, organizasyon ve koordinasyon
kabiliyetininipuclarini vermektedir.



Last hunter-gatherers...

Gobeklitepe is the work of people who were
shifting from hunter-gatherer lifestyle to a settled life and
farmer-producer system. Gobeklitepe proves that
hunter-gatherers before thousands of years were not
living a modest and simple life, but on the contrary were
living through an effulgent phase.

Competent stone masters...

One of the features making Goébeklitepe unique
is the fact that this monumental architecture, which is not
expected from its timeframe it is dated, carries traces of a
very developed symbolic world.

The impressive monumental findings revealed
through excavations reflect a competent stone
workmanship. The richness of the contents of the motifs
made through relief technique on stones shows that a
complex intellectual level was reached. In addition to all
these findings, as the quality and quantities of the works
are observed, clues of a huge dimensionality,
monumentality and numeric density, which can be
identified in a regular repetition rather than randomly, a
developed social system, organization and coordination
ability, which should remain backwards, is found.




Bulusma merkezi...

Gobeklitepe, capr 20 metreye ulasan
yuvarlak ve oval planli, sayisi 23'0 bulan
yapilardan olusur. Bunlardan 6 tanesi kazi
sirasinda ortaya cikarilmis, digerleri jeomanyetik
ve georadar yontemleriyle yapilan toprak Ustl
Olcimler sonucunda belirlenmistir. Bu
Olcimlerle elde edilen sonuclar, Gdbeklitepe'nin
insanoglu tarafindan secilen ve meydana
cikarilan bayudk bir bulusma merkezi oldugu ve
gunlik yasama yonelik mekanlarla degil,
torensel amacli insa edilmis, anitsal yapilarla
kaph oldugu goérisini desteklemektedir.

Mimari gelenek...

Gobeklitepe'nin yuvarlak planl
yapilarinin merkezinde iki tane serbest duran
boyu 6 metreyi bulabilen kirectasindan
sekillendirilmis T- bicimli dikilitaslar
bulunmaktadir. Ayni formda ama daha kiclk
boyutlu dikilitaslar ise yap! duvarlarinin ic
ceperlerine merkez iki dikilitasa yonlendirilmis
olarak yerlestirilmistir. Dikilitaslarin Gzerlerinde
kabartma tekniginde yapilan hayvan motifleri ve
cesitli soyut semboller bir tir haberlesme
sisteminin kalintilarini, 12.000 yil éncesinin
sembolik dlUnyasini, hafizasini, mesajlarini
bugline ulastiran bulgulardir.




Meeting center...

Gobeklitepe is formed of 23 structures,
each of them round and oval planned, with
diameter up to 20 meters. 6 of these structures
have been revealed during the excavations and
the others have been identified through
measurements made with geomagnetic and
geo radar methods. The results obtained from
these measurements support the view that
Gobeklitepe is a huge meeting point selected
and built by humans and is covered with
monumental structures built for ceremonial
purposes rather than daily usage.

Architectural tradition...

At the center of the round shaped
structures of Gobeklitepe two free standing
steles shaped with limestone with up to 6
meters height are present. Other steles with the
same shape but smaller dimensions are
positioned at the internal perimeters of the
structure walls facing the two center steles.
Animal motifs and various abstract symbol
relieves on the steles are findings that pass the
traces of a communication system, symbolic
world, memory and messages of 12000 years
before to the present day.




Kutsal dagin terkedilmesi...

Gobeklitepe'de anitsal mimari yapilari, buyik boyutlu heykel
trashk eserleri, kabartma tekniginde yapilmis zengin icerikli motiflerden
olusan sembolik dili ile karsimiza ¢ikan neolitik dénem kilti yaklasik M.O
8000 yillarinda sona ermistir. Bu tarihten sonra Gobeklitepe insanoglu
tarafindan terkedilmis, benzer ya da farkliamaclar icin kullanilmamistir.

Boylelikle Gobeklitepe avci toplayici yasam tarzinin ve sosyal
sisteminin yarattidi ve sadece bu dénemde kullanilan sonraki devirlerde
devamiya da tekrari olmayan Unik bir kilttin merkezini temsil etmektedir.

Bu doénemde hayat tarzlarini da degistirmeye baslayan son
avcilar, eski kimliklerini, avci toplayici yasamlarinda onlar icin énemli olan
inanislarini, sembol dlnyalarini tahrip etmeden terketmislerdir. Bu
nedenle son avcilarin bulusma merkezi olan bu essiz tapinaklar dagy, i1ssiz,
irak, sessiz dogal ortamda, Gzeri kapatilarak tahrip edilmeden glinimuze
kadar ulasabilmistir.

Kesif icinilk sans...

Urfa sehir merkezine yakinligina, hemen hemen heryerden
gorilebilen bir noktada olmasina ragmen Gébeklitepe Neolitik dénem
insanlari tarafindan terkedildikten sonra binlerce yil sessizlige
bUrdnmustdr. Yeniden kesfedilmek icin iki sans ¢cikmistir Gébeklitepe'nin
karsisina.

Gobeklitepe’ nin varligina arkeolojik arastirmalarda ilk kez, 1980
yilinda yapilan bir yayinda rastlanir. 1963 yilinda istanbul ve Chicago
Universitelerinin ortaklasa yaptigi bir ylizey arastirmasinda, Gébeklitepe,
V 52 adiyla neolitik yerlesme olarak saptanmis ve ylzey arastirmasi ile
ilgili 1980 yilinda yapilan yayinda Peter Benedict tarafindan yazilan
makalede yerlesmeileilgiliilk bilgiler verilmistir. Bu makalede yer alan kisa
tanimda Goébeklitepe'nin yamaclarinin cakmaktaslariyla dolu oldugu ve
en yUksek iki tepecigin Gstinin gémautliklerle kapl oldugu yazihdir.

Ancak bu arastirmanin yapildigi yillarda neolitik dénem hakkinda
bilinenler, Gébeklitepe'nin 6zel bir yer olarak anlasilmasina olanak
vermemistir. Bunedenle 1963 yilindailk kez arkeologlar tarafindan ziyaret
edilen Gobeklitepe kesfedilmenin esiginden dénmastr.



Abandoning of the sacred mountain...

The monumental architectural structures, sculpture works of big
dimensions, and the Neolithic Age cult, which we come across to in
Gobeklitepe with its relief technique, and symbolic language with motifs
of rich contents, have ended at about 8000 B.C. After this period,
Gobeklitepe has been abandoned and not used for similar or different
purposes.

Thus Gobeklitepe represents the center of a unique cult,
established by hunter-gatherer lifestyle and social system, and not used or
repeatedinthelater periods.

The last hunters who have started altering their lifestyles at this
period have abandoned their former identities, beliefs, and symbolic
world, which were important for them during their hunter-gatherer life,
without destruction. Therefore, this unique temples mountain, which was
the meeting point of the last hunters, has arrived to the present day after
covering it not to be destroyed in a deserted, remote and silent natural
environment.

First chance for discovery...

Despite its proximity to Urfa city center and almost being seen
from every location, after being abandoned by the people of the Neolithic
Age, Gobeklitepe fell to a silence for thousands of years. Gébeklitepe has
come across two chances for being rediscovered.

The existence of Gdbeklitepe in archeological researches was first
revealed in a publication published in 1980. In a surface survey conducted
jointly by the Universities of Istanbul and Chicago in 1963, Gobeklitepe was
identified as a Neolithic settlement and coded as V52. In the publication
dated 1980 about the surface survey, the first information about the
settlement were given in an article written by Peter Benedict. In a short
explanation in the article, it was written that the slopes of Gébeklitepe
were covered with limestone and the highest two hills with sepulchers.

However, the information about the Neolithic Age during the
survey was conducted was not vast enough to provide an understanding
that Gobeklitepe was a special place. Thus, Gobeklitepe just missed the
chance of being rediscovered when it was first visited by archeologists in
1963.




Kesif yolunda ikinci sans...

Yeniden kesif icin ikinci sans 1980 li yillarda ortaya ¢ikmistir. Gdbeklitepe'nin bulundugu topraklari tarla
olarak kullanan Orencik kdylnden Yildiz ailesi fertleri, bulduklari iki heykeli Sanlurfa Miizesi'ne gétiirmisler ancak
bu eserler sahte slUphesi ile degerlendiriimis, Gobeklitepe yine kesfedilme sansini yakalayamamistir. Sahte
sUphesine ragmen Mize depolarinda koruma altina alinan bu eserler kazi calismalari basladiktan sonra ekibimize
gosterilmistir.

Ve kesif...

1981-1993 vyillari arasinda yapilan, bugln Atatlrk Baraji sulari altinda kalan Nevali Cori kazisinin,
Gobeklitepe'nin 1994 yilinda tarafimizdan farkedilmesinde ve burada ivedilikle kazi calismalarina baslamamizda
6nemli bir roll bulunmaktadir.

Buglin Gébeklitepe’nin en karakteristik buluntu grubu olarak bildigimiz T-bicimli dikilitaslar ve bty Uk boyutlu
kirectasindan yapilmis heykeller ilk olarak Nevali Cori kazisinda arkeologlarin karsisina cikmistir.

1994 yilinda Gobeklitepe'ye yaptigimiz ilk ziyarette 1963 yilinda Gébeklitepe'yi ziyaret eden meslektaslarimizla
aramizdaki fark ve de sans Nevali Cori kazisinin bizlere verdigi bilgi ve tecriibe olmustur.

Bu arka plan bilgisi ile, 1963 yilinda yapilan arastirmada modern mezar taslari olarak tanimlanan eserlerin
aslinda, neolitik dénem T-bicimli dikilitaslarinin Gst kisimlarinin oldugunu anlamak mdmkin olmustur. Ylzeyde
bulunan eserlerin dagilim alaninin genisligi ve bulundugumuz noktanin topografik ézellikleri cok &zel bir arkeolojik
deger ile karsi karsiya oldugumuz kanisini gclendirmis ve Goébeklitepe'de gliniimuze kadar devam eden arastirma

projemiz baslamistir.




Second chance on the path of discovery...

The second chance on the path of rediscovering
came at the mid-1980s. Members of the Yildiz family
who used the lands where Gdébeklitepe existed in
Orencik village, had found two statues in their field, took
them the Sanliurfa Museum but these were not
considered thinking that the statues were fake; so
Gobeklitepe once again missed the chance to be
rediscovered. These two statues, despite the suspicion
of being fake, were kept under protection at the
warehouses of the museum and later delivered to the
excavation team after the excavations started.

Anddiscovery...

The excavations of Nevali Cori, now under the
Atatirk Dam, which took place in 1981-1993, had a major
role in the revealing of Gébeklitepe in 1994 and starting
the excavationsimmediately.

T-shaped steles and the big sized limestone
statues, which are known as the most characteristic
findings group of Gobeklitepe, were first revealed by
archeologists at excavations in Nevali Cori.

In our first visit to Gobeklitepe in 1994, our
difference from our colleagues who visited the site in
1963, and in fact our chance, was our knowledge and
experience we had obtained through Nevali Cori
excavations.

With this background information, it was then
possible to understand that the artifacts identified as
modern tombstones in 1963 were in fact top parts of the
T-shaped steles from the Neolithic Age. The width of the
distribution area of the artifacts found at the surface and
the topographic features of the point where we stand
has strengthened the idea that we have come across a
very special archeological value and thus the research
project in Goébeklitepe, which continued to the present
day, started.




SiT alani...

1995 yilindan beri ekibimizle kazi calismalarini strdirdtigimutz Gobeklitepe barindirdigr anitsal mimari ve
godrkemli buluntulari yanisira konumu ile de diger arkeolojik merkezlerle farklilasir. Her tirli su kaynagindan
uzaktadir Gobeklitepe. Kazilar sirasinda ortaya cikarilan mimari ve yontu eserlerinde kullanilan kirectasinin elde
edildigi tas ocaklari Gébeklitepe'nin Uzerinde bulundugu kaya platosundadir. Gébeklitepe etrafinda bulunan bu tas
ocaklari, atdlye veislikleriile birlikte gelismistir.

Tam bu tas ocaklari ve arkeolojik kazilar sonucu ortaya cikarilan eserlerin tamami Gobeklitepe birinci derece
arkeolojik SiT alanini olustururlar.

Korumamodelleri...

Gobeklitepe 1. derece arkeolojik SIT alani cevresinde ve yakininda modern bir yerlesme bulunmamaktadir.
En yakin giiniimiz yerlesmesi giineybati yéniinde, 3 Km. uzaklkta bulunan Orencik kéyudir. Kazi alaninin bu
konumu ve topografik 6zellikleri, koruma modelleri olusturmak acisindan cok blyik bir sans olusturmaktadir. Gerek
Tarkiye'de gerek Dinyada bircok arkeolojik yerlesme; yakinda bulunan modern mimarinin, yapilan yeni yollarin,
barajlarin, kontrol edilemeyen yapilasmalarin tehditi altinda bulunmakta, hatta zaman zaman modern dinyanin
ihtiyaclari arkeolojik degerlerin dnline gecmektedir. Oysa Gobeklitepe ve cevresine baktigimizda arkeolojik
eserlerin essizliginin yani sira koruma énlemleri acisindan da ender rastlanilacak ve iyi degerlendiriimesi gereken bir
durumla karsilasiimaktadir. Gobeklitepe kuzey ve dogu yonilinde hali hazirda koruma altinda olan orman bdlgesi ile
sinirlidir.

Gobeklitepe'de arkeolojik kalintilarin cevresindeki el degmemis dogdal doku oldugu gibi korunabildigi
takdirde, insanligin evrensel bellegdi icin emsalsiz izleri giinimUze tasiyan buluntuya gerekli hassasiyet gosterilmis
olacaktir. Gdbeklitepe'nin ziyaret edilmesi ile ilgili gerekli tim olusumlar arkeolojik SIT alaninin ve bir koruma
koridorunun disinda planlanmaktadir.

Tam bu o6zellikleri ile Gobeklitepe, 15.04.2011 tarihinden itibaren UNESCO Dinya Kultlr Mirasi aday
listesinde yer almakta ve 01.07.2018 tarihinde UNESCO Dtinya KultUr Mirasi Listesine dahil edilmistir.




Archeologicalsite...

Gobeklitepe, in which we continue excavations since 1995, with the monumental architecture and effulgent
findings it hosts, and its location, differentiates from other archeological centers. It is far from all water resources.
The quarries, from which the limestone used at architectural and sculptural artifacts was taken, are on the rock
plateau on which Goébeklitepe stands. The stone quarries, which were located around Gébeklitepe, were developed
with their ateliers and workshops.

All these quarries and the artifacts revealed through archeological excavations, all together form the
Gobeklitepe first degree archeological site.

Conservation models...

There are not any modern settlements around or near Gobeklitepe first degree archeological site. The
nearest present day settlement is the Orencik village 3 km to the southwest of the site. The location and topographic
features of the excavation site presents a great chance for developing conservation models.

Many archeological settlements whether in Turkey or the rest of the world, are under threat of the nearby
modern architectures, new roads, dams, uncontrolled housing and even requirements of the modern world come
before the archeological values. However when we look at Gobeklitepe and surroundings, apart from the
uniqueness of the archeological artifacts, it is seen that we are across a very rare situation in terms of conservation
models, which should be evaluated very well. Gobeklitepe is bordered with a protected forest zone from the
northern and eastern directions.

In case the intact natural texture around the archeological remnants is conserved as it is, the necessary
sensitivity will be shown for Gobeklitepe, the universal memory of the humanity. All formations related with visiting
of Gobeklitepe are being planned outside the archeological site and a conservation corridor.

With all these features, Gobeklitepe is in the representative list of UNESCO World Cultural Heritage since
15.04.2011and was included in the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage List in 01.07.2018.




Dikilitaslar...

Gobeklitepe'nin en karakteristik buluntularini T-bicimli
dikilitaslar olusturmaktadir. Bunlar yekpare tastan
sekillendirilmislerdir. Uzerlerinde genellikle kabartma tekniginde,
ender olarak kazima teknigi ile cesitli motifler yapilmistir. Motifler
arasinda en cok tekrarlananlari tilki, yaban domuzu ve yilan
betimlemeleridir. Dikilitaslar Uzerinde dogal Uslupta yapilan
hayvan kabartmalari yaninda bazi soyut sembollere de
rastlaniimaktadir.

insan tasvirleri...

Gobeklitepe'nin T-bicimli dikilitaslari stilize edilmis
bUylk boyutlu insan tasvirleri olarak dtustntlmelidir. T-bicimini
olusturan Ust kisim bas kismidir. Burada bilin¢li olarak, adiz, burun
gibi ylaz ayrintilari belirtilmemistir. Stilize insan tasvirini
algilamaya en uygun érnekler D yapisi merkez dikilitaslaridir. Bu
orneklerde gdvdeden uzanan kollari, gévdenin 6n kisminda
birlesen elleri, bir kemer motifini ve kemerden sarkan post
tasvirini gérmek mumkandar.

Karmasik sahneler...

Gobeklitepe'de bulunan kabartmalarin icerik
zenginlikleri bunlarin sadece bir sis unsuru olarak
yapiimadiklarini, ait olduklari dikilitasin ve yapinin 6zelliklerini
yansittiklarini distndirmektedir. Gébeklitepe D yapisinda
bulunan P43 numarali dikilitas gibi bazi 6rneklerin Uzerinde
karmasik bir sahne, bir kompozisyon islenmistir.

P43 numarali dikilitas Gzerindeki zengin icerikli kabartma
kompozisyonun ortasinda biyUk bir bir akbaba motifi bulunur.
Akbabanin kanatlarinin Gzerinde yuvarlak bir obje, yan tarafinda
ise iki farkh kus ve yilan motifi yapilmistir. Dikilitasin Ust
boéliminde ziyaretcilerimizin hemen hepsinin 'canta’ olarak
adlandirdidl, ¢ adet birbirine benzeyen figlr bulunur. Bu G¢lindn
yap! modelleri olabilecegi dustniimektedir, hepsinin Gzerinde
birer kiicik hayvan kabartmasi bulunmaktadir. Dikilitas
gbévdesinin alt kismina ise bUyUk boyutlu bir akrep motifi
hakimdir. Akrep figlriinin hemen altinda ise bassiz bir insan
motifi bulunmaktadir.



Steles...

The most characteristic findings of Gobeklitepe
are the T-shaped steles, which are shaped from solid
entire rocks. There are various motifs on these steles,
generally with relief technique and rarely carved. In most
of the motifs fox, wild boar and snakes are portrayed. In
addition to the natural animal reliefs, there are also some
abstract symbols seen on the steles.

Humanfigures...

T-shaped steles of Gobeklitepe should be
considered as stylized big size human figures. The T-
shape at the top is the head of the human. Here the
mouth, nose and other facial details are not depicted
consciously. The most suitable samples for
understanding of the stylized human figures are the D
structure central steles. In this sample it is possible to see
the arms extending from the body, hands uniting at the
front part of the body, a belt motif and a fur figure
leaning out from the belt.

Complex scenes...

The content wealth of the relieves in
Gobeklitepe make one think that these were built not
only as ornaments but they also reflect the
characteristics of the stele and structure they belong. A
complex scene and composition is processed on the
stele numbered P43, which exists in structure D in
Gobeklitepe.

There is a big vulture motif at the center of arich
contented relief composition on this P43 stele. A round
object exists on the wings of the vulture and there are
two different bird and snake motifs on the sides. On the
top part of the stele, there are three similar figures, which
are named as “bags” by most of the visitors. It is believed
that this trio might be building models. The bottom part
of the stele is covered with a big scorpion motif. Below
the scorpion motif exists a headless man figure.




Yaban 6rdekleri ve yilanlara déniisen su dalgalari...

D yapisinda bulunan bir baska T-bicimli dikilitas olan
P33'lin Uc farkl yizeyinde yapilan kabartma motifler birbirleri ile
baglantili olarak tasarlanmistir. Dikilitasin dogu cephesinde (st
Uste yerlestirilmis kus motifleri, bu kus motiflerinin arasinda su
dalgalarina benzer hatlar bulunur. Ancak eserin kuzey yonine
bakan dar ylzeyiincelendiginde, bu dalgaya benzer hatlarin yilan
godvdeleri olduklari ve buradaki (¢cgen yilan baslari ile birlestikleri
gorilur. Dikilitasin bati ydntne bakan genis ylzeyinde ise bir tilki
kabartmasi bulunur. Bu kabartma erkek cinsiyeti belirtilmemis
tek hayvan kabartmasidir Gobeklitepe'de.

Gobeklitepe C yapisinda P12 numaral dikilitas Gzerinde
ise yaban oOrdeklerinden olusan bir kompozisyon, bir yaban
domuzu ve tilki kabartmasi bulunmaktadir. Tilki figlr( boyun
hizasindan itibaren bir seklinin yapimiile kapatiimistir.

A yapisl...

Gobeklitepe'de Uzerlerinde kabartma motifleri bulunan
T-bicimli dikilitaslarin ilk 6rnekleri A yapisinda bulunmustur. P1ve
P2 adini verdigimiz 'ilk' iki T-bicimli dikilitasin Gzerlerindeki
motifler, B yapisindaki 'ikiz’ 6rneklerin aksine birbirlerinden
oldukca farkhidir. P1 numarali T-bicimli dikilitas Gzerinde ic ice
gecmis, Ucgen basli yilanlardan olusan, genis alan kaplayan bir
motif, onun altinda ise kiiclk bir koc figlrt géralir. P2 numaral T-
bicimli dikilitas Gzerinde ise alt alta siralanmis vaziyette boga, tilki
ve turna kabartmalari bulunmaktadir.



Wild ducks, and water tides turning into snakes...

The relief motifs on three different surfaces of
the P33, which is another T-shaped stele in Structure D,
have been designed with links to each other. On the
eastern face of the stele there is bird motifs placed over
each other and lines similar to water tides among the
bird motifs. However if the narrow surface of the stele,
which faces north, is observed, it is seen that these water
tide like lines are bodies of snakes and at this point the
lines meet with triangular shaped snake heads. On the
wide surface of the stele facing west there is a fox motif.
This is the only animal motif, in which the sex of the
animal, a male, is not shown in Gébeklitepe.

On the stele number P12 in Structure D in
Gobeklitepe, there is a composition of wild ducks, a wild
boar and a fox motifs. The fox figure is covered after the
neck with the building of a platform.

Structure A...

The first samples of T-shaped steles with relief
motifs in Gobeklitepe were found in Structure A. The
motifs on the first two T-shaped steles, which were
named as P1and P2, are quite different from each other
unlike the “twin” samples in Structure B. On the T-
shaped stele numbered P1; there is a motif covering a
large area, which shows triangle headed snakes
wrapped to each other, and a small ram figure beneath.
T-shaped stele numbered P2 on the other hand carries
reliefs of a bull, fox and a crane standing from top to
bottom.
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