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Sanliurfa’nin son kayip hazinesi Haleplibahg¢ede ortaya ciktigindan beri kentin sanat tarihi

yeni bastan yazihyor.

Tarihte “Bereketli Hilal” adiyla anilan bdlgede konumlanan Sanliurfa, son yillarda ardi
ardina gelen arkeolojik kesiflerle tim dunyanin gdzlerini yeniden kendine ceviriyor. Yazili
tarihi boyunca onlarca farkli uygarliga ev sahipligi yapmis bu topraklar, yasanmishgin
izlerini buglinki buyUik Guneydogu Anadolu sehri manzarasinin altinda sakhyor. Bir
donemin gorsel belgeleri durumunda olan mozaik eserler, Sanliurfa topraklarinin altindan
yuzeye ciktikca kayip bir bulmacanin eksik parcgalari da butine ekleniyor. Ancak hikaye
hentiz bitmis degil; arastirmalar, fikirler, éngdriler veya tesadifler sayesinde sirecege

benziyor.

2006 yilinda, kentsel altyapir c¢alismasi esnasinda kesfedilen ve buyuk kismi tahrip
olan Haleplibahce Mozaikleri, ginimuze ulasmis bdélumleriyle kentin sanat tarihini
degistirmeyi basardi. Gobeklitepe ile dinyanin en eski Neolitik merkezi olan Sanliurfa,
Dogu Roma ddnemine tarihlenen Haleplibahce Mozaikleri ile mozaik sanatinda da énemli

bir merkez oldugunu kanithiyor.



Haleplibah¢ce Mozaikleri, teknik agidan oldugu kadar hareket, ifade ve yarattigi atmosferle
Dogu Roma Mozaik sanatinin se¢kin drnekleri arasinda yer aliyor. Grek Mitolojisinin
dnemli karakterleri Amazon Kraliceleri ile Sair Homeros'un biiylik destani “ilyada’mn
kahramani Akhilleus (Asil), Sanhurfa’nin kalbi Haleplibahce'de yeniden ortaya cikiyor.
Haleplibahce saray kalintilarinin zeminini sisleyen mozaiklerin ana sahnesinde mitolojik
konular yer alirken, kenar bordurlerini sosyal hayattan konular susliyor. Sarayin
bluyik oda ddsemesinde Penthesileia, Melanippe, Hippolyte ve Thermodosa adli dort
Amazon kralicesi, basarili bir av sahnesinin altina guzellikleri, ifadeleri, estetik ve guclu
hareketleriyle imzalarini atiyorlar. “Troya Savasi” kahramani Akhilleus’un hayatindan

sahneler Haleplibahge Mozaiklerinin koridor zemininde hayat ve renk buluyor.



Hikayeler minicik taslarla tek tek islenirken; atlar, geyikler, kdpekler, leoparlar, aslanlar,
keklikler, leylekler, meyve agaglari, cicek ve diger kirsal bitkiler ile geometrik motifler

manzaraya canlilik katiyor.

Haleplibahgce Mozaiklerini degerli kilan bir diger 6zelligi ise oldukga ki¢iik tesseralardanl
yapilmis olmalaridir. Oyle ki tabani mozaiklerle siislii bu yapinin bazi odalarinda 10 cmde
yaklasik 440-490 adet kirectasi ve serpantinden2olusan tesseralar kullanilmis. Dénemin
iyi ustalarinin elinden ¢iktigi kusku goétiirmez olan bu mozaikler, bugiin civardan getirilmis
diger mozaik eserler ile birlikte devasa bir miize binasi igcinde insanhgin hikayesine biraz
daha yakindan bakmak isteyenler icin sergileniyor.

1 Mozaik yapiminda kullanilan kip bi¢imli malzeme.
2 Minerallerin baskalasmasiyla olusmus dogal bir tas tird.












Il HALGPLI&AHCe MO SAICS

Since the latest hidden treasure of Sanliurfa canie to light in Haleplibahge, tle citys history ofart

is being rewritten.

Situated in the region krunvn historically as tle ‘Fertile Crescent”, Sanliurfa has attractedattention
from the vvorld in recentyears due to a series ofarchaeological discoveries. Throughout history this
land has been home to many different civilizations and traces ofthis past lie hidden beneath the
siirface ofthe large Southeast Anatolian city oftoday. As the rnosaic works, which represent visnal
documentsfrom a bygone era, aregradiially revealed, theyform the missingpieces ofa jigsaw. But

the story isfarfrom @ver; itseems that research, ideas, chance andprovidence willprolong the saga.

The Haleplibahce Mosaics were discovered during constriiction work carried outin the city in 2006
andalthough a largepart had disintegrated with time, the survivingmosaics succeeded in changing
the history ofart in the city. Thediscovery at Gobeklitepe made Sanliurfa the worlds oldest neolithic
centre and now the Haleplibahge mosaics, which can be traced back to theEastern Roman Empire,
prove that this city isalso an important centrefor rnosaic art.



Along with the artistle technique used in the mosaics, and their emotional content such as the
atmosphere, nioveinent and expression ofthe sibjects, the Haleplibahge Mosaics represent some of
thefinest exaniples ofEastern Roman mosaic art. Amazon queens, 1vho were iniportant characters
in Greek inythology, and Achilles, tlie hero o f Homer3s great epic the lliad, appear once agahi in
the heart ofSanliurfa. While the Central scenes of the niosaics decorating thefloors of the ruined
Haleplibahge palace depict mytliological subjects, the borders are adorned with more general
themes oflife. The mosaic decorating the largest room ofthe palace depicts the successfid liunting
scene offorir Amazon qiieens, Penthesilea, Melanippe, Hippolyte and Uiermodosa, captiiring their
beauty, their expressions, and theirgraceful, powerful movements. The niosaics on theflooroftlie
corridor are a colourfulportrayal ofscenes from the life ofthe Trojan War hero, Achilles. The tiny

stones, placed orie by one, reveal the story with I-iorses, deer, dogs, leopards, lioris, partridges, storks,

fruit trees,flowers andgeometric motifs contributing to the background details.



Ariother interesting detail o fthese Haleplibahce Mosaics is that they were created using incredibly
smcill tesserae; so small infact that in some ofthe mosaicfloors ofthis building 440-490 individiml
limestone and serpentine tesserae were 1isedper 10 cm. Tliere is no doubt that these mosaics were
created by the hands ofthe best craftsmen at the time. They, and other mosaicsfound in the area,
are now housed and displayed in a huge museum building offering us the chance to take a closer

look at onr ancient history.
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